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DIMENSIONS OF NATIONAL CULTURES

TABLE 4.3 HKey Differences Between Feminine and Masculine Societies:

Gender and Sex

FEMININE

Being responsible, decisive,
ambitious, caring, and gentle is for
women and men alike.

Girls don't cheer for boys.

Women's liberation means that men
and women take equal shares both
at home and at work.

Single standard: both sexes are
subjects.

Same norm for showing male or
female nudity.

Explicit discussion of sex, less
implicit symbolism.

Sex is a way for two persons to
relate.

Sexual harassment is a minor issue.

Homosexuality is considered a fact
of life.

MASCULINE

Being responsible, decisive, and
ambitious is for men; being caring and
gentle is for women.

Women's ambition is channeled
toward men’s success.

Women's liberation means that
women are admitted to positions so
far occupied by men.

Double standards: men are subjects,
women objects.

Stronger taboo on showing male than
female nudity.

Taboo on explicit discussion of sex

but implicit erotic symbolism.

Performance for a man can be
exploitation for a woman.

Sexual harassment is a big issue.

Homosexuality is considered a threat
to society.



